
Reflection notes 

 

Rotterdam Meeting 6./7. February 2012 

 

We checked in at the Maritime Hotel full of expectations.  Michaela was so fascinated by the 

magnificent surroundings and the huge ships that she tripped and had to be taken to hospital 

by ambulance.  As a result of this, however, we were able to experience the helpfulness of the 

Dutch people, and we would like to thank all the participants of the meeting for their care and 

attention. 

 

Despite the icy weather early on Monday morning we were met warmly by our Dutch hosts 

and taken to the Albeda College. 

 

On the first day the participants presented their different didactic models.  We were 

particularly interested in the following:  

 

Iceland:  ‘Storyline’ is a method in which the participants are engaged on a completely 

personal level.  The participants are instructed to express their personal experiences with the 

help of the most simple tools (cloth, paper, ‘scraps’, natural materials, etc.), on the one side in 

the form of pictures, on the other through written or spoken language.  We are sure that we 

will try out this method in Switzerland. 

 

Norway:  Kari informed us about the further development of her project.  The results which 

she presented to us were very impressive, and we are looking forward to her next report.  In 

the second part of the Norwegian contribution we learned how the didactic method is spread 

throughout the whole country by means of multipliers.  Unfortunately we do not have the 

necessary technical or financial possibilities for either of these methods. 

 

The Netherlands:  Both the visits to the class and the following explanations showed an 

organised, well-structured method, based on years of experience.  This method ‘7/43 indiflex’ 

allowed the participants to work at their own individual speed, at the same time being 

supported by a teacher in the role of a coach.  We wondered if a ‘group feeling’ can develop 

in this very strongly individualised tuition. 

 

We were very taken with the learners’ presentation of the portfolios.  This motivated us to 

reconsider the portfolio work for our own courses.  It was clear that these participants had not 

only learned how to read and write, but also how to obtain a new self-confidence. 

 

Spain:  The Catalan method is based on syllables according to the structure of the Catalan 

language and in our opinion cannot be used for all languages.  We were very impressed by the 

collection of beautiful picture cards. 

 

Tuesday began with some administrative information from Hanna, after which we got to 

know the Dutch reading method in the classroom, with demonstrations from the students.  It 

was wonderful to see the enthusiasm and patience of the students as they fulfilled their tasks. 

With this method they were slowly but surely guided to success.  This method is also 

implemented in Switzerland, although unfortunately without the computer programme.  Mark 

then gave us some theoretical information about this method, which was very interesting. 

 



We had been looking forward to the announced Dutch lesson, and we were not disappointed!  

It was good for us to be the pupils for a change, even if it was just for one lesson – to 

experience what it is like to learn a foreign language without being able to read or write. 

 

We spent the afternoon discussing the Do’s and Don’ts of literacy teaching. 

This exchange of ideas was very productive and at the same time extremely enjoyable.  It 

would be good to have more time in the future for discussions of this kind. 

 

We would like to thank everyone concerned for the excellent organisation and for the 

hospitality.  Mark and Dolorata were wonderful guides throughout this extremely enjoyable 

meeting. 

 

 

11.04.2012 Michaela and Ann 

 


