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The second ALFIE meeting took place in Albeda College in Rotterdam. It was an excellent 

venue for the meeting where we could both work on theoretical matters in a seminar room 

as well as see teaching in practice in the college. I found this mixture were interesting and 

fruitful. 

Rotterdam is the second largest city in Holland and known for a number of immigrants of 

various nationalities. We got a good introduction from our hosts, Mark and Dolorata, who 

told us about the institution and the latest development in the education politics of the 

education of immigrants in Holland. 

At the meeting we got a good overview of some works going on in each country of the 

participants. All of them were interesting and useful. It is remarkable how much is going on 

in the countries but we don´t know about. ALFIE will be a good venue for introducing 

important movements in our countries which could be of use in other countries in Europe. 

Norway introduced 2 methods of teaching. I found it especially interesting to learn about 

how they distribute new ways all over the country. This seems to be the resault of strong 

instituions as Vox and a good organization of inservice education of teachers. Something we 

should look carefully at. 

Catalunia – Spain introduced a method of theaching which have given a good resault in 

Catalunia. They have developed a nice teaching material which would be worth to try in 

other countries after translation and adaption to the culture of education and the language 

of the coutry. Very nice and well organized work. 

Swicherland introduced a way of teaching which would as well be of good value for other 

countries if adapted and translated. This could be a good idea for trying the method out and 

see if it is suitable for different languages.  

The Netherlands introduced a method for teaching reading where the individual could 

practice his or her reading individually, choosing the speed which suits. It was very 

interesting to wisit the classes and see how this method works. It was as well of great 

interest to listen to the student who came with her portfolio to our meeting. Maybe we 

listen too little to what our students want to say or what they need for life. 

Iceland introduced the socalled Storyline approach to teaching and learning which is based 

on organized system where the learner is developing the project by using his or her 

experience and knowledge. This way of teaching has been used for various purposes in many 

countries, amongst others to teach second language. 



Great thanks for the lesson we got in the Duch language. This gave some feeling of how it is 

to be an immigrant starting to learn a new language. 

After this ALFIE meeting I have been thinking of several matters which I think could be of 

value for the education of immigrants in our countries. One of the young Somali women in 

the class was taking her last lessons. Her time for attending the course was running out. The 

same situation could be found in many other countries. The students gets limited number of 

lessons and had to stop even if he or she is eager to carry  on. This  lack of flexibility is worth 

to study and change. – Another thing often brings to my mind is the flora of approaches and 

teaching methods we can see in the various countries. How can we learn from this and adapt 

this to our teaching and our students? 

The ALFIE meeting in Rotterdam was very well planned and I would like to thank Mark and 

Dolorata for their great work and a very interesting meeting. 

Gudmundur Kristmundsson 

 

          

 

 


