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I was of course quite absorbed in the organization of the meeting. I am happy to be able to say that 
everything went very well in this respect. 

The evaluation replies were positive and the programme seemed to be well balanced. 

Bernhard Grämiger’s presentation was informative with new facts and figures from Switzerland. 

 

Every time I see or hear something about Kari‘s project I am impressed by her drive and how 
successful it seems to be. All of us in the Swissdelegation were fascinated to see the revealed 
connection between self-confidence and computer-based education in work with the illiterates. 
Viewing Kari’s film I realised that it opened up an opportunity for my boss Carola and me to share our 
thoughts about an approach of which we have little practical experience and we may be able to find 
ways to access Kari’s findings for our own school. After watching this film it has become even more 
necessary to rethink our programme. 

 

The classroom visit at Michaela’s  place in Effretikon showed our different Swiss approach to that of 
the Norwegians exhibited in Karis’s film. It was however most impressive to see Michaela was able to 
organise her class without technical support. It is obvious how much preparation work needs to be 
done for her to be able to support her students so individually. Michaela: Thank you very much ! 

 

In order to start our discussion about the suggestions for the list of recommendations we began 
group work to go deeper into our topics. Every participant had the chance to let the others know 
which points they felt to be most important. In the first session we gave the list a first makeover. In 
the following plenary session the results of the group work were presented. A trend began to 
become apparent. The first conclusions we drew: We had to shorten the list and find appropriate 
organisational categories. 

That afternoon I learnt it is at the national level that projects obtain support or not. It was a 
demanding discussion and I realised once more that my experience is only on the classroom level and 
not on the European or national level. But nevertheless I very much appreciate my involvement in 
the Alfie project.  

 

On Tuesday morning we reviewed the results of Monday’s deliberations. We all thought over our 
positions and this approach gave us the opportunity to go deeper into the subject. Sometimes I had a 
slight impression that we would never agree, but somehow we managed to understand each other 
and started to roughly formulate the proposals. Surprisingly we found an agreement for the 
categories quite quickly. That doesn’t mean that everybody was completely happy about it but as we 
are in a partnership we  all tried hard to respect each others interests. 

Even if the following discussion about the points which should be on the list and in what order they 
should be, was conducted at a high level we managed to come to agreement on a further point. 
Thank you Mark, for not giving up raising your critical voice on several points and making the group 
to think everything through again. That was very helpful.  

I am convinced that we will be able to find the final recommendations and the right words at the 
next two meetings. 

 

Thank you everybody for helping us to come to the „moment of truth“ as  we finally came to an 
agreement. And thank you Hanne for lugging all the paper- back home. We are all inordinately 
grateful to Hanne who will now be working hard to shape all the ideas jumbled up in handwritten 
notes and posters so that they will be not only comprehensible but also useful to carry our Alfie 
project forward at our coming meetings. 


