
Reflection note after the Rapperswill meeting 
(Switzerland) 

 
After attending the EBSN’s Annual Conference 2012, held in Prague where we had 

the opportunity to present the ALFIE Project, we arrived in Zurich to start the 3rd 

meeting in Rapperswil (Switzerland). It was the third time we met, this means that we 

were no longer strangers. But the environment was different because we went to a 

town, not to a city like Oslo or Rotterdam. 

First, it must be said that, the Switzerland colleagues really took into account the 

conclusions and reflections that each partner had presented in the two previous 

meetings. They began the meeting with a trip to see the surroundings, full of nice 

surprises, like a snack under a tree from where you could see a landscape of 360º. 

This activity was good because it made it easier for the participants and the partners 

of the project to know each other in an informal environment that facilitates a better 

communication. 

We also found that there was more time to discuss the issues that concern us and to 

get to know better the opinion of each partner. 

A third noteworthy feature was the initial presentation by SVEB of the overall 

situation of Adult Education in Switzerland and specifically, the literacy of 

immigrants. 

Visiting different training rooms helped to make us a more accurate idea of the reality 

in Switzerland on literacy of immigrants in rural areas. 

We can see both the diversity and richness that the different profiles of the group 

members will provide: 

- an umbrella organization like VOX, a university like the Reykjavík University, a 

services entity like ACEFIR and two Adult Education Centres (AKROTEA i ALBEDA 

College). 

- 4 organizations from Central and Northern Europe and 1 organization from the 

South of the Mediterranean 

- people that work directly in the field of immigrant adult literacy and technical staff 

that works in the field of education. 

- countries with a long tradition of immigration as a receiver and a country like Spain, 

which in 25 years has passed from being a country of emigrants to being a country 

that receives immigrants. 

We pass the half-way point of the ALFIE Project. With just one year to go, the 

members of ACEFIR we have already witnessed the importance and benefits of a 

project like ALFIE. 

In our country, the first fortnight of July is dedicated to the training of trainers. 

Conferences and training courses are organized. From ACEFIR we have 



participated in 3 events of this kind: 

On June 26th we attended the "Regional Committee of Citizenship and Immigration 

of the Girona Region", organized by the Government of Catalonia. 

From July 2nd to July 4th we participated at the Conference "Reading, a vital tool" 

organized by the Pallach Foundation in Palafrugell (Baix Empordà). 

On July 6th, we were involved at the Language Welcome Day "Language learning 

and literacy", organized by the Language Policy Secretariat of the Government of 

Catalonia with the support of the Education Department and Caritas Girona. 

In all the events, we realized that, thanks to the meetings of the ALFIE Project, our 

view and approach to these issues had progressed and changed to other points of 

view.  

It is now clearer: 

-The difference between literacy and learning a second language 

-The importance of differentiating between learning a second language if students 

are illiterate in their own language or if they are educated. 

-The different training needs among kindergarten teachers and adult education staff. 

-The differentiated training and/or additional education of the literacy facilitators in 

relation to formal education for adults. 

-The need for a database of resources, methods and materials for literacy. 

-The situation in which we are, all the countries, in relation to the education of 

immigrants. 

-The role of volunteers in this kind of tasks and the need for an adequate and quality 

training.  

-The importance of interdisciplinary networking and between local administrations. 
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