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The ALFIE meeting in Rapperswil was very well organized where the group got a good 

overview over the situation of alfabetisation in Switzerland, the status of immigrants and 

their population in the country. The group had as well a good opportunity  for discussing 

what is important and what is not for teaching of alfabetisaton. This could be a good 

basis for discussing teacher education of alfabetisation teachers, which will be the subject 

of the next meeting in Reykjavik, Iceland.  

 

The Switzerland way 

Bernhard Grämiger, Vice-Director SVEB, Swiss Association for Adult Education, presented 

a very interesting paper, a status report with focus on alfabetisation. He gave a good 

overview over how the education is organized and financed. It seems to be privately run 

as in some other countries and the institution gets money per capita. It is interesting to 

compare this to the situation in Norway and The Netherlands. This could lead to further 

discussions on what is the best system for the individual student and for the multicultural 

society at large. It was as well of interest to hear about the connection beween education 

and unemployment rate and the situation in different areas of the country.  

The definiton of basic skills in the education of immigrants seems to be very similar to 

the definition of the concept in other networks and institutions, as European Basic Skills 

Network and NRDC in Uk. Literacy, language skills and numeracy are the main 

components.  

This well prepared paper formed a good start of the meeting and helped to understand 

the situation in Switzerland and see the differences between the other countries 

represented in the group. 

 

Kari Gregersen´s film 

The film was a good and interesting contribution to the teaching methods used for 

alfabetisation. It is based on use of ICD in teaching and learning. We have seen other 

ways of using computers in teaching, as in Rotterdam. It is interesting and the students 

seems to be highly motivated. It would be of importance for further development to 

collect more samples where ICD is used and study the outcome of learning. 

 

Pfäffikon 

The visit to the education center of Pfäffikon was interesting and educating. After a nice 

traditional meal the group got a good overview of what this instituton stands for. 

Learning, culture and advisory work seems to go hand in hand. This is a very important 

mixture for implementation and helping individuals to take part and be active in the 

society. 

 

Classroom visit in Kipferhaus 

Michaela Fleichhauer, one of the members of ALFIE opened her classroom for the group. 

She gave a good example of well planned teaching of reading with good language 

support. It is always of value to see the thories come to life in classrooms. The students 

were active, except one who seems to suffer from lack of confidence. Michaela 

Fleichhauer is obviously a very competent teacher keeping her eye on every student, 

trying to keep all interested. It was interesting to see how professionally she was dealing 

with every one, no one left out. 

 

Working in Juckerfarmart 

It was a nice change from the hotel to move the group work to the wonderful site of 

Juckerfarmart where the group had a profesional discussion on what is important and 

what is not in alfabetisation teaching. This was a good and valuable work where the 

croup collected and discussed what every individual thougt was important and valuable in 



teaching. In the end this formed a general outcome. This will hopefully develope further 

in the next meeting where teacher education will be the main theme. 

 

Land, nature and culture 

The group got some information on the society in Switzerland, culture and nature . This 

was enjoyable but brought us to think about the importance of these for teaching 

immigrants who maybe don´t know very much about the land, nation and it´s culture. 

This is probably one of the important things for motivation and of crucial value for 

implementing the individual into the “new” society and culture. 

 

Administrative matters  

In the end of the second day Hanne Christensen discussed the work ahead, next 

meetings and the duty of the group for writing reports according to the rules of Gruntwig.  

 

Thougts after the meeting in Rapperswil 

The meeting in Rapperswil was well organized and in many ways interesting. The group 

got good information on the situation of alfabetisation in Switzerland with a good 

connection with the knowledge and experience of the ALFIE group. It is now a well 

established group which could easily work together, discuss and reach conclusions. This 

will hopefully develop in next 2 meetings, in Iceland and Spain.  
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