
 

 

Refelection note ALFIE   
Mark Peeters / Dolorata du Chatinier 
Albeda College, The Netherlands 
September 2nd, 2012 
 
RAPPERSWIL meeting, Switzerland 
Date: June 4th and 5th, 2012 
 
Introduction 
 
     After the introductory Oslo session with its first explorations, and the continuing exploration of each 
partner's view on transferable methods and tools in Rotterdam, the Swiss meeting had to be about 
condensation and some sort of consolidation. In beautiful Rapperswil and surroundings the ALFIE group 
managed to boil things down to what now is the essence of the concept document with the title 
'Preliminary Recommendations For Further Development'. We want to emphasize here that Ann and 
Michaela's organizing and teaching skills, and the ongoing support of our project initiator played a major 
part in this development. 
 
Process 
 
     The Rapperswil meeting was characterized by discussing the ideas and views on literacy acquisition 
that were brought up in Oslo and Rotterdam, eliminating doublings, separating main ideas and details 
and categorizing them, so that a fairly clear picture of the group's view on literacy for immigrants in 
Europe could emerge at the end of the session. An open and at the same time structured approach 
towards the discussions was very helpful for the process.  
    This search for the essence of ALFIE's ideas, was complemented by an informal but also very 
educational introduction to the Zurich-Rapperswil area, with its moments of laughter and sharing. We 
got to appreciate both the land and the friendly welcome of our hosts. 
     We were also given an overview of the Swiss adult education system and the place of illiterate 
immigrants within this system by an expert in the field. We visited a L2 literacy class in a nearby small 
town. To our mind, it is often useful and informative to see the world of literacy teaching from different 
perspectives and on different levels. The 'thinking about' part, the 'what is actually going on in practice' 
part and the national 'helicopter view' are about the same matter, and merge at some point, but also 
show conflicting elements that may have to be solved in the future.  
 
Outcomes 
 
     The concept document with its preliminary recommendations reflects the outcomes of the 
Rapperswil meeting. Although it is just a draft of a possible outcome, it captures vital elements of our 
work in ALFIE. Five distinguished and interrelated topics have been identified as literacy issues to target 
on internationally, in short: staff development, awareness raising, digital technology, a pre A1-
framework and improving the evidence base. The concept document contains more detailed 
information about each topic. 
 
Conclusion 
 
     We expect that ALFIE will further explore the ideas and natures of its members during the next two 
meetings, focussing on teacher training in Reykyavik. The fruits of the Rapperswil sessions will most 



 

 

certainly lead ALFIE to a meaningful outcome: we have already identified really important common 
topics and, by having done just that, we can now begin to focus on ALFIE's output and beyond. 
 
 
 
 


