
Reflection note – Reykjavik  3.-5. October 2012 

 

We arrived in Reykjavik Tuesday evening.  We were happy to meet up with the rest of the ALFIE 

family at Caruso restaurant. 

 

The program 

Each ALFIE member gave a presentation on their country’s teacher education and professional 

development.  Despite some differences in teacher education from one country to the other we 

learned that none of the countries so far has got a specific education targeted towards the teaching 

of initial literacy to adult immigrants. The need for this is evident and this was also a topic discussed 

in the group sessions on 5. October. 

We had three sessions in which we got interesting information on the Icelandic immigration situation 

from different perspectives: 

1.Hanna Ragnarsdottir from the University of Reykjavik gave us a good overview of the Icelandic 

immigrant history and the research which has been carried out in this field, as well as providing us 

with useful links on this topic. 

2. Anh-Dao Tran, a Vietnamese doctoral student at the University of Reykjavik, gave us a 

presentation of her  doctoral thesis in which she focuses on the situation of Vietnamese students at 

high school level in Iceland.  She also gave us glimpses of life stories of Vietnamese immigrants to 

Iceland, which was very moving.  

3.During our visit to the Education and Service Center the leader of the center gave a presentation of 

the organizaton and the activities of the center.  One of the teachers also told us a bit about how the 

classes are organized and showed us examples of portfolios, which is the product each student is 

supposed to make during the course. It is a personal booklet with photographs and texts made by 

each student. 

In the discussion cafè on 5.October  the aim was to discuss further how what we have learned so far 

can be reflected in our final recommendations. Out of five topics each member had to pick three. The 

groups spent 15 minutes working on each topic. Everyone participated in a very active way. On each 

topic there were different group constellations which was very inspiring.  We found this to be both a 

very stimulating and efficient way in which to work on the final recommendations. The various group 

discussions seemed to come easily in English at this point thanks to the fact that we know each other 

very well by now.  We feel that in this way we are well prepared to go on with the work in the Girona 

meeting where writing up the final recommendations will be our main task.   

Our presentation on the importance of initial oral language training was fun to present and very well 

received. Several mentioned that they wanted to try it out immediately in their classes. We see that 

it is important and stimulating to share concrete methodological tips in our network.  

 



Excursions and dinners 

Everything was very well planned and we found an excellent host in Gudmundur.  We enjoyed the 

dinners, especially on the last night when we were invited to Gudmundur’s house and we were 

treated to a traditional meal by Gudmundur and his wife.  We enjoyed their hospitality a lot!  The trip 

to Thingvellir in clear sunshine was unforgettable. The landscape is so different from the Norwegian 

countryside and to us it is very exotic.  During the whole stay Gudmundur provided us with a lot of 

interesting historical facts, as well as anecdotes. We learned a lot and had some good laughs, too. 

The social aspects of these meetings we find very important. The more we get to know each other 

the better we work together. So for the final meeting in Girona we have great expectations!   

 

 


