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Iceland was the host of this ALFIE meeting and the main theme of the meeting 
was education of alphabetization teachers.  
Gudmundur Kristmundsson was the organizer of the meeting with a good support 
of Hanne Christensen and the ALFIE group. It is a different experience to 
organize such meeting instead of being one of the members sharing information 
on the particular subject. When thinking of this experience it came to mind how 
educating it is to try to find suitable presenters from the host country and decide 
what could be of value for the group. After the meeting there have been a 
discussion at the University about alphabetization of adult immigrants and at 
least one professor and a doctoral student have taken part in the discussion and 
the Dean of the School of Education have expressed his interest. The main 
outcome of the meeting is therefore not only what the ALFIE members presented 
to each other and our guests but as well a kind of motivation in the host 
institution.  
 
Outcome of the meeting 
 
Member of every nation presented a short paper of the situaton in their 
countries. It was very interesting to see how the education differs from country 
to country. In Europe education seems to become more “centralized” in terms of 
curriculum plans and by following some EU regulations. This could be seen in 
many school systems in Europe, all the way from compulsory education to 
university level. The question is why does education of alfabetization teachers 
not follow this track. Maybe the answer could be found in limited interests of 
education authorities or may be because illiteracy of adult immigrants have so to 
say not been noticed untill last few years. This seems to be the reality in Iceland 
and probably in other countries as well. The presentations at the meeting gave 
us a good overview and there the partners could see how different the teacher 
education is when it comes to alfabetization of immigrants. All the way from 
nearly no education in Iceland, through education in form of some courses on top 
of general teacher education, to more formal education, as in Norway. 
 
The information gathered on the meeting could be of value for education 
authorities in the countrys and help them to see the need for a good teacher 
education. Hopefully the countries could cooperate in this field of education as in 
other fields. 
 
One member of faculty at the University of Iceland gave a brief overview of the 
situation in Iceland and a Vietnamise doctoral student presented a paper on her 
work on education of Vietnamise students at high school level. Both of them are 
interested in further cooperation in Iceland and knows perfectly well what is 
needed in teacher education. 
 
Some interesting work on teacher education were introduced, done by socalled 
Alfa council (on behalf of the Council of Nordic Ministers). There could be other 
organizations out there working in this field which would be interesting to get to 
know.  
 



Final words 
It was remarkable how much information was gathered in such a short time. 
Some were just information on what is done in then partisipating countries, other 
created new thoughts. All were of value for the education of alphabetization 
teachers.  
 

Gudmundur Kristmundsson  
 
 
 
  


