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Oslo, Rotterdam, Rapperswil, Reykjavik, Girona … 
 

The first Alfie meeting in Oslo was an eye-opener: the beginning of a wider and 
more profound view of the world of literacy. Meeting colleagues with a similar professional 
interest in a specific matter like literacy was just a very good idea because it was so inspiring. 
New approaches to literacy teaching were absorbed. Conscious knowledge of the crucial role 
of macro level decisions for literacy development became clear as the partners explained their 
national situations. One example was the comparison of the Norwegian and the Swiss 
situation: national, centralized orientation and development versus regional orientation and 
development, public domain orientation versus private domain orientation: it all affects the 
ways L2 literacy is being perceived and dealt with. One thing we had not given much thought 
before Alfie was the role geography plays in organizing and implementing (literacy) 
education: the Norwegians e.g. had to address the problem of the vastness of the country and 
the scattering of learners in more rural areas. 

The second Alfie meeting in Rotterdam provided us with more insight into our 
partners’ good practices and the consequences for our own professional development. In our 
reflection of that meeting we summarized this as follows: 
(Spain, Acefir) A focus on the learner’s need, using colourful books with very beautiful 
picture sets. We would like to enhance the quality of our materials and make them more 
appealing to the learner. (Switzerland, AkroteaCH) Again a focus on the learner’s need, 
including contextual focus and great range of stimulating literacy teaching aids. We were 
familiar with this approach but nevertheless considered the combination of the Swiss teaching 
skills and the diverse material stimulating. 
(Norway, VOX) The results of the Write your Way To Reading project on the one hand and 
the implementation of the CPD model for professionalization on the other hand showed VOX’ 
serious involvement in promoting proper and advanced literacy teaching. Like VOX we felt 
we needed to apply more digital learning aids into the world of L2 literacy teaching, based on 
modern didactic principles. We thought it would be well worth to compare the spreading of 
literacy teaching knowledge in Norway with the situation in The Netherlands. (Iceland, 
University of Reykjavik) Storyline for L2 literacy learners seemed to be an idea that 
originated from the desire to let the literacy learners participate in their education more 
actively and to help the teacher take on the role of process facilitator. We thought that this 
approach could help redefine the traditional teacher-learner relationships in literacy teaching 
in the sense that the learner's 'story' could well be a starting point for more interesting training 
situations (also see conclusions Girona meeting). At the same time we felt that strong 
prestructured and teacher directed approaches remained necessary to meet the learners' needs. 

The fruits of the third Alfie meeting in Rapperswil can be briefly described as having 
(at that point in time) already identified really important common topics and, by having done 
just that, being able to begin to focus on Alfie's output. In essence, Rapperswil was about 
gathering energy for the joint effort of presenting the views of the partnership on the situation 
in Europe and what the partners felt about what was really needed there. 

In the fourth Alfie meeting in Reykjavik we again acknowledged that the sheer will 
of the members to combine perspectives into a joint perspective was very inspiring. The 
diverse background of the members contributed to the richness of the discussions; we were 



very pleased to welcome new young professionals from Cataluna. We experienced that this 
cooperation between professionals on different levels within the same field of work could 
very well be a forebode of the development of new forms of education design, in which 
different stakeholders all contribute to realise a jointly envisioned and well-designed (L2 
literacy) education.  

The fifth Alfie meeting in Girona was the final scheduled Alfie meeting, in which the 
role of the local community, of cooperation between people in local society was a focal point. 
Afterwards we linked this focus on the personal and local context of learners to constructivist 
learning theories and ‘social literacy’ views. We saw opportunities for combining this focus 
with existing learning strategies that depend more on the workings of the mind and reading 
theory. The discussion of the themes in Girona was successful and provided the basis for the 
final recommendations document. Good planning and agreement on communication about 
finalising the recommendations was very helpful. 

  
… and beyond 
 Although the final recommendations document is modest in size, it is ambitious 
enough. We hope it will prove to be an incentive for others to pick up one, some or even all of 
the themes and bring them further. We feel that if we have contributed in any way to future 
improvement of the situation of illiterate immigrants in Europe and the state of L2 literacy 
teaching in Europe, we have succeeded in our mission. We sincerely thank all partners for 
their contributions to Alfie. 
 


