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Girona 

The ALFIE meeting in Girona was the last meeting in this network. The group got a warm 

welcome from  „acefir“ people who met us the evening before the meeting at a nice 

restaurant, where the group got a broad introduction to the work next 2 days. In the 

morning of March 18th the work started in the headquarters of asefir.  

In the 2 days the ALFIE group visited different institutions, as institution at ministry level, the 

Major of Girona, school educating people who was going to have different jobs at hotels and 

restaurants and last but not least the Ter Community Center in Taialà where adults could 

attend courses in different subjects areas. The general feeling after these visits and 

discussions was that both the political and educational authorities were aware of the general 

educational needs of adults and they are proud of their institutions.  

In many countries we can see people with long experience in policy making and planning 

educational offers to adults, immigrants as well as others. Young people is hardly seen in this 

group. It was therefore a nice experience to see and work with the young and enthusiastic 

persons in Girona.  

Our hosts gave us an overview of the political and educational situation in Catalunya, and 

what was very interesting the history of Catalunya. This could probably affect the view 

nations have on the social services and educational offers L 2 people get, both positive and 

negative. It would be interesting to do a research in this field. It is as well of interest to see if 

or how the often mentioned financial crisis affects the education and policy making in this 

field. The work and discusson of the ALFIE group was however characterized of the fact that 

this was the last meeting.  

One of the important part of the Girona meeting was to discuss the 5 themes for the 

recommendation document. This was done  in working groups. All of them are important for 

teaching people with other languages than the language most widely used in the particular 

country. The outcome of the discussion made a kind of outcomes of the whole work of ALFIE 

and as well this provides ideas for further work in this field. This will be published in the 

ALFIE report and recommentations. 

I must say I was rather proud of our work when I listened to Hanne presenting paper about 

the ALFIE work at the EBSN conference in Madrid in May.  

 



Conclusion 

Now the ALFIE project is comming to an end. It has been a good and fruitful work, based on 

all sorts of information gathered and discussed in various countries on the education of low 

educated adults with other languages than the native language. It is obvious that there is a 

great difference between countries. The education policies are different and the 

organization of the education as well. In some countries it is run by the state or local 

authorities, in others it is mostly privatised. Which one is better for the students and their 

life in the society? We have visited various institutions and some classrooms where we have 

seen a very good work and carefully planned teaching. This has been educating and will be of 

value for the education in our countries, where  there is always a  need for instituions which 

base their work on good theoretical and practical background. Institutions where language 

and literacy thrives. The next steps for us is to define these needs where we bear in mind the 

need of the individual student as well as the need of the society for good and active sitizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


