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REFLECTION NOTES FROM ACEFIR 

At ACEFIR we believe that it is worth doing a separate evaluation by each of the 
individuals who participated in the project. The reality and the background of all 
ACEFIR’s participants is different and therefore the evaluation will be, without a 
doubt, different and rewarding alike for everyone. 
 
Rosa M. 
From my point of view, the subject caught my interest right from the beginning 
given that I have been teaching how to read and write to newcomers and to 
illiterate people since 1997. Sharing my reflections about my experience has 
been very enriching for me, and I do hope that it has also been of interest to the 
rest of the participants. People from southern Europe normally have an inferiority 
complex and believe that the rest of the European countries are doing better. By 
working in this project we have realised that we also have a great deal that we 
can teach. 
Being able to share and make known the materials and the methodologies we 
use or we elaborate, has been very encouraging and has given us the 
reassurance and the self-esteem we didn’t have.  
With regards to the coordination of the project, I think that the coordinator has 
been excellent and has done a very professional job. Since 1995 I have 
participated in many projects and I do think Hanne has been one of the best 
project coordinators that I have known. I have learnt a lot from her and I hope 
that it will come in useful in the future. 
With regards to the partners of this project, I think that we were very different yet 
we complemented each other very well. The countries are different and the 
organisations and the work they do in the fields we shared –which were at the 
basis of this project–were all different. As it occurred in all the projects in which I 
have taken part, we have ended creating a big professional family, which is an 
added value to the project.  
Making the project public at 3 International Conferences in the 2-year period that 
the project lasted, and having been granted more mobilities than originally 
expected is a very positive result for the project. 
 
Esther 

The challenge was big. For the first time I participated in a European Project with 
the aim of working and discussing the problems and methodologies in the field of 
adult literacy for immigrants. I had little experience in the field. My contact with 
adult training is linked to vocational training rather than to literacy or migrants. 
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Maybe this was one of the reasons that made me be excited to participate in this 
project. I also thought that the fact that the participating partners had similar 
challenges but different frameworks, different organisational levels and different 
professions, made the debate all that much rewarding and facilitated the group 
dynamics. And indeed, we had a positive experience in each new ALFIE 
meeting. 
The strict and professional coordinating role of Hanne has been crucial for the 
collection of all the potentialities that we added in each work meeting. Oslo, 
which meant the first contact and the getting to know of all the participating 
countries, established the basis. Rotterdam gave us the opportunity to know the 
daily work. Rapperswil, the knowledge of the materials and the methodologies 
and it was the first step towards the final goal. In Reykjavik, the complicity of the 
group produced results. In Girona, we witnessed the consolidation of a first draft 
for recommendations, which after a meticulous and thorough work from Hanne, 
resulted in a final document that I think can set the foundations for an 
improvement and for keeping on working on adult literacy for migrants in Europe. 
I want to thank you all for contributing to my own learning. 
 
Carla and Cris  
First of all, we would like to thank you all for giving us the opportunity to 
participate in the ALFIE Project. Although we took part for the first time in the 
Icelandic meeting, from the very beginning we felt very welcomed and listened to. 
Despite our age and little experience in the field of adult education, we have been 
part of this big ALFIE family and this has been possible thanks to all the 
participants of the project, who immediately welcomed us with open arms. Once 
again we want to thank you, and specially the coordinator for her patience and 
empathy in understanding us. We could have never imagined what it really 
means to participate in a European project. 
The experience has been very enriching, both personally and professionally. We 
have only been able to take part in the last two meetings but we have already 
perceived the big difference between them. It would have been very interesting to 
have been a part of the project right from the beginning. It has been very 
profitable for us, we have met people, we have shared experiences and we have 
grown professionally.  
Our contact with the field of adult education is not very wide but we really believe 
in it and it highly motivates us. This feeling has been growing as we got more and 
more involved in the project. It has put us in contact with other savoir-faire, other 
ways to communicate, other materials and dynamics as well as with different 
social realities and politics at a European level. We hope we have made our 
small contribution to the project, somehow comparable to what we have received! 
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